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WHY A FOUNDATION FOXTROTTER?

Foundation Foxtrotters are a select group of horses chosen from among the Missouri Foxtrotter population. These horses most exemplify the gaited utility horses of yesteryear.   The type was hard working, utilitarian, sure footed, and willing workers with kind, gentle natures and big hearts.  The original horses of Colonial America were such horses.   This type is what carved a nation out of a wilderness.   Honest, loyal and able at many tasks while delivering a remarkably smooth, ground eating ride.

Foundation Foxtrotters make wonderful family horses with a temperament rarely paralleled in the horse world.  Typically even the stallions, if raised and handled with gentle care,  are gentle and kind.   

Few breeds of horse are as versatile as the Missouri Foxtrotter and the Foundation Foxtrotters crown that list.   Foundation Foxtrotters were heavily relied upon for the pioneering and development of the Ozark region of Missouri and Arkansas from about 1820 onward.  Due to the rugged terrain the horses had to have exceptional balance, surefootedness, and athletic ability.   They were used for pulling wagons and buggies, working cattle and hogs,  tilling soil, pulling hay rigs, pulling cotton wagons to the gins and for clearing the land.  Foxtrotters did multiple tasks because most families could only afford one or two horses and all the family members had to be able to manage them.

The smooth, ground covering gait of the Foxtrotter is efficient in motion and diagonal in nature which allows the horse to quickly pick up a canter or gallop as needs may be.  The gait is born into the horse and is not a trained on talent.

In today’s world, Foundation Foxtrotters are competing in many sports from cow penning to various reining competitions.  They are breaking into the realm of endurance and competitive trail competition where they are beginning to be noticed!   They are excellent at field trials and gaming and there are some who even excel at jumping or dressage.  For pleasure or trail riding they simply to notch.

Foundation Foxtrotters are also registered Missouri Foxtrotters. The difference is that the Foundation Foxtrotters are restricted as to how much Tennessee Walking Horse influences their bloodlines. The Foundation Foxtrotters stem largely from Morgan and old time Saddlehorse rather than Standardbred and Canadian Pacer as does the Tennessee Walking Horse.

The average Foundation Foxtrotter is much stronger and solidly built than most of the other gaited breeds such as the Kentucky and Rocky Mountain horses.  Those breeds rely heavily upon lateral gaits which are not generally as athletic or balanced in nature though can be quite smooth to ride.   

The Foundation Foxtrotters most generally have longer strides than the Mountain Horses and they have less knee lift than Saddlebreds.  They are not nearly as high spirited or fractious as the Saddlers  nor are they as temperamental as many Tennessee Walking Horses.  

With a heritage that is traceable as far back as 1623, the Foundation Foxtrotter stems from many of the most noteworthy and highly prized horses of each generation since the beginning of record keeping in the breeding of horses.   The Foundation Foxtrotters trace to the fountainheads of many breeds to include by not be limited to,  Eclipse, Diomed, Gimcrack, Timoleon, Cade, Lath, Messenger, Herod, American Eclipse (Thoroughbred); Hambiltonian, George Wilkes, Sir Archy, Mambrino, Mambrino Patchen, 

( Standardbred);  Denmark,  Gaines Denmark, Harrison Chief, Giovanni,   ( Saddlebred);  Alan F-1, Merry Boy, Midnight Sun, Merry Go Boy,  ( Tennessee Walking Horse);  Justin Morgan, Sherman Morgan, Black Hawk Morgan, Gifford Morgan, and Green Mountain Morgan ( Morgan);  Copper Bottom, Steel Dust, Janus (Quarter Horse foundations)  

Through the best champions of each breed and each era, the Foundation Foxtrotter can be traced back to the stables of Kings as far back as 1623!   Some of the finest equine blood in the world is to be found within this small group of horses known as the Missouri Foxtrotter/ Foundation Foxtrotter.

With such prestigious breeding, the Foundation Foxtrotter makes a terrific athlete and all-around type competition horse.  Many are capable of great endurance, some have incredible speed and agility, and many are tireless trail horses.   There is a type of horse among the group to suit nearly anyone’s needs or desires!

For more information please visit our web page at”

www.foxtrotterfoundation.com

